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Abstract:

OBJECTIVES: To review publicly available documents produced by primary care trusts (PCTs) to assess
the extent to which local activity and planning consider energy vulnerability, climate change and
sustainability. STUDY DESIGN: Retrospective thematic content analysis of publicly available materials
located on PCT websites. METHODS: Thematic content analysis of publicly available materials was
undertaken by two researchers over a 6-month period in 2008. These materials were obtained from the
websites of 30 PCTs in England. Materials included annual reports, plans, policies and strategy documents.
RESULTS: Of the 30 PCT websites studied, four were found to have an absence of content related to
climate change, energy vulnerability and sustainability. Of the remaining 26 PCT websites, consistent
themes were found: strategic initiatives, joint working with other agencies, promoting sustainable
communities, and targeted actions. CONCLUSIONS: Evidence of good examples in sustainable
development was predominantly limited to policy statements and strategic aims; evidence of action was
limited. As champions of the public health agenda, PCT action on sustainability should be integral to all
aspects of organizational governance.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.puhe.2009.10.006   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional, Policymaker

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Air Pollution, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Security, Human
Conflict/Displacement, Precipitation, Temperature

Author(s): Richardson J, Kagawa F, Nichols A
Year: 2009
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Extreme Weather Event: Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones, Wildfires

Food/Water Quality: Pathogen

Food/Water Security: Fisheries, Food Access/Distribution, Nutritional Quality

Temperature: Extreme Heat, Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Europe

European Region/Country: European Country

Other European Country : United Kingdom

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Cancer, General Health Impact, Infectious Disease, Injury, Mental Health/Stress, Morbidity/Mortality,
Respiratory Effect

Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, General Infectious Disease, Vectorborne
Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: General Foodborne/Waterborne Disease

Vectorborne Disease: General Vectorborne, Tick-borne Disease

Tick-borne Disease: Lyme Disease

Mental Health Effect/Stress: Other Mental Disorder

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  
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populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion, Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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